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Meeks’ Guides 
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The dew point is an important measure of the moisture in the atmosphere.  These experiments will help show 
how the dew point works.  
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Have you ever gotten yourself a cold glass or ice water, tea, or lemonade on a hot 
summer day?  Then you’ve experienced the dew point.  The cold liquid inside cools 
the air near the outside surface of the glass to below (depending on what the dew point 
temperature is, it is usually well below) the dew point temperature.  Since the glass is 
below the dew point, moisture condenses on the glass causing it to “sweat”.  
However, what is really happening is you have dew forming on your glass. 
 
You’ve probably seen water dripping from car or home air conditioners before, this is 
why those happen.  Do you have a de-humidifier, they work by making something 
colder than the dew point, so the moisture will condense out of the air. 
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The nightly low temperature usually falls within a few degrees of the dew point.   Using the table below, record 
the dew point and the nightly low.   Do you notice any similarities?  Did anything happen, such as a front, that 
might have skewed the numbers? 

Day Nightly Low Dew Point Conditions 
(Clear, cloudy, ect.) 

    

    

    

    

    

    


